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Dear Students and Volunteers, 


 


Welcome to the second edition of the International Student Friendship Program Newsletter for this year. This newsletter is produced for students and volunteers to keep updated on the activities of the ISFP. 


 


This semester has seen the program implemented on all Victorian campuses with Clayton based staff assisting with program delivery at the Berwick, Parkville and Peninsula campuses.  It has been a busy start to semester with events on each of the campuses including information sessions for students, volunteer training sessions and events for students and volunteers to meet.  





So far this semester we have matched over 60 students with volunteers bringing the total number of students and volunteers involved in the program to over 230.  The demand from students is growing in particular from the Clayton campus with many students on a waiting list so once again we are on the look out for more volunteers.  





Next semester we are starting a new initiative to support students who have just arrived into Australia via volunteers providing information and practical assistance.  Details regarding this can be found further in the newsletter. 





We are now evaluating the success of the program and have developed an online questionnaire for students and volunteers.  This will help in developing new initiatives and tailoring the program to meet the student’s needs. We will have two book vouchers to give away to one student and one volunteer for completing the evaluation.  Please click on these links


Students:	� HYPERLINK "http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/student/form.asp" ��http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/student/form.asp�  Volunteers: � HYPERLINK "http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/volunteer/form.asp" ��http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/volunteer/form.asp�





I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of our volunteers that kindly give their time to get involved and provide invaluable opportunities for our students in promoting cross cultural friendships and sharing.  I would also to wish the students good luck in their upcoming exams and assignments.


 Regards





Renee de Simone (ISFP Coordinator)
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 Volunteer Statistics 





60% of our volunteers are from the community


 


15% from Alumni 


 


17% staff members 





8% post graduates /mature age students 


 


Student Statistics 





Just over 50% of students involved in the program are from China.  





Other countries students came from this semester include-





Indonesia, India, Iran Brunei, Taiwan, Korea


Sri Lanka, Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Botswana,  Pakistan, Bangladesh, Japan .





At what level are ISFP students studying?





Undergraduate 41%


Post Graduate 57%


Monash College 2%





If you know of any events that international students/ volunteers may be interested in please email the details to �HYPERLINK "mailto:renee.simone@adm.monash.edu.au"��renee.simone@adm.monash.edu.au�  to be added to the next newsletter 








NEW VOLUNTEER INTITATIVE OF THE ISFP 





Feedback from students suggests that the most important transition time for a student is their first 4 weeks at university.  The friendship program has decided to look at how we can support students through this often difficult time.





Promotional material and emails are being sent to international students who are enrolling second semester 2007.  These students will be registering for the program whilst still in their home country.  We are looking for volunteers who would be happy to contact a student within their first couple of days here in Australia.  You would provide practical assistance and information to students about living in Australia, for example navigating the public transport system, where to do shopping etc.  





Your commitment would be making sure the student is contacted within the first couple of days of arrival and meeting with them. We will let you know when they are intending to come and either an email or contact number for them. 





We expect that students will need assistance for the first couple of weeks but with your help will start to build networks and confidence in their new environment. Of course natural friendships will grow from this and volunteers are welcome to stay in contact with the student after this for as long as they want. This is a great opportunity to make a difference to a student’s arrival in Australia.  If you would like to be involved please let Renee know via email or phone.


 


ACTIVITIES AT THE BERWICK CAMPUS





Global Friendship Afternoon - Cultural Music�Date & Time: Thursday 9th August 3.30pm - 5.30pm�Cost: Free�To register: Registration not required, just go to Room G87, Building 903.�Details: Join staff, international and local students in experiencing music and musical instruments from around the world.





Global Friendship Afternoon - Bollywood Dancing and Indian Meal�Date & Time: Thursday 23rd August 3.30pm - 5.30pm�Cost: Free�To register: Registration not required, just go to Room G87, Building 903.�Details: Join staff, international and local students to discover the wonders of bollywood dancing. Stick around for an Indian meal that will delight your taste buds!!!





Global Friendship Afternoon - Spring Party�Date & Time: Thursday 6th September 3.30pm - 5.30pm�Cost: Free�To register: Room G87, Building 903








RICHMOND TIGERS AND THE ISFP


International Monash University students are getting a taste of an Australian sporting institution.


It was the shape of the footy and the way it bounces that caused most laughter among international students who experienced AFL for the first time.


The multicultural development officer with Richmond Football Club Peter Romaniw and team players were on hand to help guide Monash University's international students through the rigorous paces of AFL football.


The program was a joint initiative between the club, the AFL multicultural program, Monash University's International Student Support office and the International Student Friendship Program.


Students were shown a video before embarking on an afternoon of learning how to kick a footy, handball skills and to take a 'screamer' of a mark. Fortunately for all participants, a training-bag was used instead of an opposition player's back.


The session may not have discovered any new shining talent, but it was a great way for international students to learn a little about the code and for the club to promote the game.


"Richmond has just joined the AFL's multicultural program and it's been a wonderful way to showcase the game to students. This is really our first year promoting the game through universities and it's been wonderful to have Monash embrace the spirit of the program," Mr Romaniw said.


Manager of the International Student Support office on Clayton campus, Ms Robyn Masters, couldn't agree more.


"The AFL afternoon has been a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the relationship between international and local students, and to learn more about a game that is 'uniquely Australian'," Ms Masters said.


More than 30 students participated in the program held at Monash Sport, Clayton and Coordinator of the International Student Friendship Program Ms Renee de Simone said it was hoped the program would be expanded to other campuses.


"The day was a fantastic success and we're looking forward to further strengthening our ties with the Richmond Tigers and perhaps engage international students from other campuses in an afternoon of fun and simply 'kicking the footy'," Ms de Simone said.


To add to the students' new-found interest in footy, the club gave away tickets for the Round-2 clash between the Richmond Tigers and Sydney Swans. More than 120 students and volunteers attended the Easter weekend match at the MCG as guests of the multicultural program


Monash Memo 26th April 2007
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Highlights of the program for Semester One 2007





Training and Introduction Nights at Berwick, Parkville and Peninsula campus





Volunteer/Student story featured in the Age Newspaper, International Education Week, March 26 2007





Meeting with the Department of Education about the program





One of our volunteers featured in the local Berwick Times and on local radio to discuss the program





A beautiful day was had at Clayton’s ISFP picnic attended by over 70 students and volunteers 





A great turn out of over 120 students and volunteers for a game between the Richmond Tigers and the Sydney Swans at the MCG





If you have lost contact with either your student or with your volunteer please let Renee know 








FAST-TRACKING A HOME AWAY FROM HOME





Want a snag? What's the difference between a sickie and wagging? Or are they the same thing.


Monash University accepts thousands of the world's leading students to study each year. But it's sometimes a great challenge for international students to come to grips with Australian culture. 


In order to ease the transition for international students, the University has introduced an innovative program that links everyday Australians with international students -- one that has been swamped with demand.


Coordinator of the International Student Friendship Program, Renee de Simone, said there had been strong demand from international students and, consequently, the program would be keen to hear from more Melbournians willing to participate.


"This program offers students a look at the real Australia -- and already we are seeing great results, with many students gaining great new social links with Melbourne people," Ms de Simone said.


"We pride ourselves on the fair go, and have a strong reputation as a friendly country. International students contribute a great deal to Australia, providing an important source of skilled workers and an invaluable cultural contribution to the life of our universities."


"We would be delighted to hear from any Melbournians interested in participating -- it can involve as little as a couple of hours each week."


Just months into the International Friendship program, matching Mr Ed Neff and his family with Indian Mechanical Engineering PhD student Mr Dinakar Palaparti was just one of the program's many success stories. 


When Mr Neff responded to an advertisement calling for volunteers, he wasn't sure what to expect.


Weeks on, Mr Neff and his family are enjoying the opportunity to exchange experiences with Mr Palaparti in what could one day be the friendship of a lifetime.


"Meeting Dinakar has been a great experience for us and our family, and we really enjoy the exchange of information," Mr Neff said. It's been six months since Dinakar arrived in Melbourne, but after a few weeks in the International Friendship program, he says it already feels like home.


Monash Memo 21st February 2007




















The ISFP is a service co-ordinated by Health, Wellbeing and Development. For more information on individual campuses please contact the Health, Wellbeing Development Manager on that campus.  ISFP, Clayton is located on the First Floor, Western Extension of the Campus Centre (Building 10), Clayton Campus, Wellington Road, Clayton. Office hours are 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Any enquiries can be directed to our staff: Phone (03) 9905 3156   Fax (03) 9905 3157   Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:renee.simone@adm.monash.edu.au" ��renee.simone@adm.monash.edu.au�  








ACTIVITIES IN AND SURROUNDING THE PARKVILLE CAMPUS





Trinity College Lunchtime Concerts (Parkville) - FREE/can make gold coin donation �� HYPERLINK "http://www.trinity.unimelb.edu.au/campus_life/choir/thursday_concerts" �http://www.trinity.unimelb.edu.au/campus_life/choir/thursday_concerts� ��Sunday Live: 4 Concerts - ABC Classic FM (in Melbourne for month of May, Iwaki Auditorium Southbank/City) - FREE �� HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/classic/sundaylive/" �http://www.abc.net.au/classic/sundaylive/� ��Faculty of Music, University of Melbourne Lunchtime Concerts (Parkville) - FREE �� HYPERLINK "http://www.music.unimelb.edu.au/events/concerts/lunchhour.html" �http://www.music.unimelb.edu.au/events/concerts/lunchhour.html� ��Performances at National Gallery of Victoria - including Victorian College of the Arts students (St Kilda Road, City) - mostly FREE �� HYPERLINK "http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/whatson/whatson_eventlist.jsp?locationID=4&eventID=367" �http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/whatson/whatson_eventlist.jsp?locationID=4&eventID=367�


_______________________________________________________________�ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING THE PENINSULA CAMPUS 





McClelland Gallery + Sculpture Park�Date & Time: open every Tue.-Sun. from 10am-5pm �Cost: Free�To register: 390 McClelland Drive, Langwarrin. Contact: 9789 1671 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcclellandgallery.com/" �http://www.mcclellandgallery.com/��Details: Free guided tours of indoor galleries + Sculpture Park offered Wed and Thur 11-2pm


Water Aerobic Classes�Date & Time: Every Monday, Tuesday and Thur from 7.30pm-8:30pm�Cost: $9.50 per person�To register: Call 8786 6544�Details: Optional sauna and spa at end of session from 8.30pm-9.15pm


Dolphin City Drive�Date & Time: Ongoing�Cost: Small charges may apply�To register: Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:tourism@frankston.vic.gov.au" �tourism@frankston.vic.gov.au��Details: 17km tour drive of Frankston City's unique cultural and heritage attractions, including Frankston Arts Centre, the 1855 French-style homestead Ballam Park, McClelland Gallery+ Sculpture Park, Langwarrin Flora and Fauna Reserve, and the historic 1920s American Colonial mansion "Mulberry Hill" to suit all ages and interests


Plays and Exhibitions�Date & Time: Ongoing, all year�Cost: Prices vary To register: Visit � HYPERLINK "http://artscentre.frankston.vic.gov.au/" �http://artscentre.frankston.vic.gov.au/��
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ACTIVITIES ON THE CLAYTON CAMPUS


BT’s Café Breakfast: Welcome Centre, Campus Centre.


Date & Time: Every Tuesday from 9:30am – 11am 


Cost: Free


The Fusion Oakleigh Community Centre and Monash University Chaplaincy have started a new initiative.  Every Tuesday during semester Fusion’s youth and community workers will provide a free breakfast to students.  





This is an opportunity for students to connect with other students, chaplains and youth workers from Fusion.  





Fusion are looking for students who are free at this time to assist with cooking the breakfast please let Renee know if you’re interested





Global Friendship Night


If you’re looking for a place to unwind after a long day of class, or if you’re out to have some fun, why don’t you come along for Global Friendship Night! This program is brought to you by Monash University Health Wellbeing and Development and aims to provide students from across the globe with an avenue to mingle, have fun and relax! There are no obligations whatsoever, so you can come to Global Friendship Night at your own free time. 


Date & Time: Every Monday from 6.00pm – 8.30pm.�Where: Welcome Centre, Campus Centre


�There are some great workshops and events lined up in the next few weeks during Global Friendship Night as well: �Stress Management workshop and Japanese Night – 28/5/07 ��You’re in for a delicious meal, fun and games, performances galore, great workshops and of course the chance to meet new friends, both local and international! So what are you waiting for? Come on over and see how you like it! ��For more details or any enquiries, feel free to contact Jimmy Yeow at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jimmy.yeow@adm.monash.edu.au" �jimmy.yeow@adm.monash.edu.au� or 99053156 or Mitze Lau at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mlau6@student.monash.edu" �mlau6@student.monash.edu�





The city of Monash has a great website with a notice board of things to do in the local area.  Their web address is http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/noticeboard/arts.htm





Remember to fill in our online evaluations for your chance to win one of two $50 book vouchers


For Students: � HYPERLINK "http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/student/form.asp%20%20" ��http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/student/form.asp  �


For Volunteers: � HYPERLINK "http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/volunteer/form.asp" ��http://sssd.adm.monash.edu.au/friendsevaluation/volunteer/form.asp�
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University Timetable 2007�
�
First Semester�
26th Feb – 1st June�
�
Mid Semester Break (Easter)�
6th April – 13th April�
�
Exam Period�
7th June -29th June�
�
Mid Year Break�
30th June – 13th July�
�
Second Semester�
16th July – 19th Oct�
�
Mid Semester Break�
24th Sept – 28th  Sept�
�
End of Year Exam Period�
25th Oct – 16th  Nov�
�
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Ph: (03) 9905 3156                                                 www.monash.edu.au/friendship 

