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A great opportunity for international students to volunteer 





The Volunteer Alliance is looking for weekend dining assistants to help set up, serve meals and clean up a three course lunch service. This is a great opportunity to make new friends while helping frail aged people who may be isolated or lonely. This role allows you to sit and chat to people while working so you can make new friends and also provides a free meal for all volunteers.
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Dear Students and Volunteers, 


 


Welcome to the fifth edition of the International Student Friendship Program newsletter and first one for this year. This newsletter is produced for students and volunteers to keep updated on the activities of the ISFP. 


 


First semester is going by quickly and I wish all students the best of luck in their upcoming exams.  We have only been at Health, Wellbeing and Development for a few months now, but we are so happy to see the enthusiasm for the program. It seems that the more matches we make the more the list of students waiting for a volunteer grows. 





Since the beginning of this program in 2006 we have matched over 300 students with volunteers and have had really positive feedback from both students and volunteers. Everyone loves to tell us how rewarding this experience has been for them. 





Attached is an invitation to an Aussie Rules football match. Hawthorn and Sydney will battle it out at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), the most famous football oval in Victoria. It will be held on Sunday July 13th and all students and volunteers of the Friendship Program are welcome to attend. Details for this event can be found on page 4 of this newsletter. I hope to see you all there!  





If any students staying over the semester break are interested in volunteering in the community there are some options listed further in the newsletter.  I am also happy to discuss other options with you, it is a great way to meet people and make a contribution to the local community.  





Once again thanks to all volunteers for your generosity and kindness shown to your student/s and for being part of the program. 





Regards








Erika Gough and Jessica Foster


(ISFP Coordinators)
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Global Friendship night – For Students





Make new friends and find out about other cultures! Come and enjoy a weekly social gathering for international and local students who want to get to know other Monash students. These nights have different international themes and the food, games, dancing and music are always new and exciting. Why not come along and make some new friends?





The Global Friendship Night is held every Tuesday during semester from 6:00 until 8:30pm at the Cellar Room, Clayton Campus
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Parkville 


Membrane – Part of the 2008 Next Wave Festival - For Students and Volunteers


Membrane is a multi-artist exhibition infiltrating the cracks and crevices of Melbourne’s Federation Square. The major site-specific exhibition in the 2008 Next Wave Festival showcases some of the most exciting Artist Run Initiatives (ARI’s) from around Australia.


Where:  Across Federation Square�When:  Thursday 15 – Saturday 31st May, 10am – 6pm�Cost: Free


For more event listings for Melbourne city please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=12&pg=945" ��http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=12&pg=945�








“It's just an unforgettable experience going camping to Wilson's Promontory. I was moved by the natural beauty of Australia. I just felt integrated into the nature there. Camping together with Sim's husband and parents-in-law gave me a sense of belonging and made me feel more involved in Aussie culture. I am grateful for her efforts. I hope we can have more activities like that.” – Vincent (International Student)








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.realfooty.com.au/ffximage/2007/06/09/js09swa_haw_01_gallery__470x276,0.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Aussie Rules Football Match – For Students and Volunteers





Come along and “barrack” (give support) for your team at “The G” (Melbourne Cricket Ground). The Mighty Hawks will play the Magnificent Swans and give you the chance to experience an AFL match close up! 


Where: Melbourne Cricket Ground, Brunton Rd, Richmond


When:  July 13th 2008 @ 1:10pm  


Cost: $10.00 per person


(If you are interested in this event please email us and we will provide you with more information closer to the event.)














We are still on the look out for volunteers, if you have friends or family that would be interested please direct them to our website for further information








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.adm.monash.edu.au/community-services/family/xiaofan1.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





The ISFP is a service co-ordinated by Health, Wellbeing and Development. For more information on individual campuses please contact the Health, Wellbeing Development Manager on that campus.  ISFP, Clayton is located on the First Floor, Western Extension of the Campus Centre (Building 10), Clayton Campus, Wellington Road, Clayton. Office hours are 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Any enquiries can be directed to our staff: Phone (03) 9905 3156   Fax (03) 9905 3157   Email: erika.gough@adm.monash.edu.au  








Frankston/ Peninsula 





U.K Fest – For Students and Volunteers


At last, ex pat Brits & lovers of things British, will have the perfect opportunity to come together and celebrate all that’s ‘GREAT’ about the UK, with the anticipated launch of the Inaugural UK fest. After 3 years in the making, Peninsula Events Australia in association with International Express, British Football Week and British Balls Magazine will (aptly) host this unique indoor outdoor festival on Queens Birthday Eve, Sun June 8, 08 at the Peninsula Community Theatre and Grounds in Mornington and look forward to the event encompassing many (if not all) of the UK's most Celebrated Traditions in 1, Jam Packed Day, Full of Festive Fun.





Where: Peninsula Community Theatre and Grounds, Wilson’s Road Mornington 


When:  Sunday June 08th 2008, 11am - Late


Cost:  $15.00 + booking fee. 


For tickets please call (03) 5975 3779


This event offers residents and visitors a day filled with an eclectic mix of free entertainment, activities food and fun!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.peninsulaevents.com.au/ukfest/flyer.htm" ��http://www.peninsulaevents.com.au/ukfest/flyer.htm�


 





Berwick





Casey Concert Band Festival – For Students and Volunteers





This festival will showcase local community and high school concert bands. There will be something for every musical taste. Enjoyable at any age and entertaining for both musical experts and novices alike, with over 200 performers involved, the festival is a highlight of the 2008 City of Casey Performing Arts Calendar.





Where: Cranbourne Community Theatre, Cnr Brunt & Codrington Streets, Cranbourne


When:  Saturday, 31 May 2008, 2.30pm - 7.30pm


Cost:   $12.00 Adults $8.00 Concession/ Children


Contact:  Max Hunter 5998 7100





There are lots of activities in the Berwick area, for a full listing please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.casey.vic.gov.au/events/" ��http://www.casey.vic.gov.au/events/�
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It is always great to hear feedback from students and volunteers about their experiences together.





If you have any stories, photos or ideas that you would like to share (in our newsletter or on our website) or even just to let me know it is going well, I would love to hear from you.  





Student and Volunteer Experience of student at Clayton Campus





Vincent and his volunteer, Sim Yee went to Wilson’s Promontory recently and had a wonderful time camping together. Below Vincent and Sim Yee share their experiences with us:

















The ISFP is a service co-ordinated by Health, Wellbeing and Development. For more information on individual campuses please contact Health, Wellbeing Development on that campus.  ISFP, Clayton is located on the First Floor, Western Extension of the Campus Centre (Building 10), Clayton Campus, Wellington Road, Clayton. Office hours are 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Any enquiries can be directed to our staff: Phone (03) 9905 3156   Fax (03) 9905 3157   Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:erika.gough@adm.monash.edu.au" ��erika.gough@adm.monash.edu.au�  
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.realfooty.com.au/ffximage/2008/02/20/wbHAWellis.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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The camping trip went very well. Vincent met a lot of my family as they were caravanning in Wilson’s Promontory too. It was Vincent's first camping trip and I think he really enjoyed it. Everything was new to him, the caravan, the outdoor barbeque, being so close to nature, bush walking, walking along the beach and climbing up to the top of a mountain. We also saw a lot of wild life such as wombats, kookaburras and blue wrens. My family also thought it was a great experience to be able to introduce Australia in a nice way to someone who is new to the country. 





And I'd learned a very good lesson from Vincent - if you are open and keen to try new things and meet new people, others will accept you as well. Vincent is a very good example for new students who come to Australia. Because of his enthusiasm to learn English, to join Australian society, make friends with locals and learn the local culture he has made many friends in a short time.





Since then we have done some other activities together such as learning to play tennis, visiting a local market and visiting Mount Dandenong. – Sim Yee (Volunteer)








Activities on and surrounding your campus 





Clayton





Chocolate Club Movie Night – For Students





If you like chocolate then this is the evening for you! A chance to pig out on chocolate while watching the movie ‘Chocolat’ starring Johnny Depp and � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000300/" �Juliette Binoche�. The movie is about a woman and her daughter who open a chocolate shop in a small French village and shake up the rigid morality of the community. One taste is all it takes! The movie will be shown at the Wholefoods restaurant, 1st Floor of the Campus Centre at 3:30pm on Wednesday the 25th of June. It will cost $4.00 for non chocolate club members and $2.00 if you’re a member. 





�





Volunteers are needed on the 5th Sunday on the month (when there is one) and on an emergency relief basis. The hours are from 11:00am until 2:30pm and this volunteering opportunity is in the Ashburton area (near Chadstone shopping centre). The next Sunday will be the 29th of June which coincides with the beginning of Mid Semester break.





For more information please contact Erika Gough on 9905 9716 or erika.gough@adm.monash.edu.au   
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